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not one rather say that he indeed shuns the practice of evil,,
but nourishes in his soul a vicious disposition ; that he loves.
the advantage of conduct seemingly virtuous, while he hates
virtue itself ? "

As regards the Eternal Self, even if it existed, it can have
no value in ethical considerations. Being an eternal spiri-
tual principle, the Eternal Self transcends all time. But all
ethical questions deal with empirical wants and aspirations
which are time processes. How can the self-same Eternal
Self be enriched by acts of virtue or impoverished by vice ?
Can it be affected by all the vicissitudes of life and still
retain its timeless self-sameness ? What part can such a
" self" play in ethical life ? Perhaps it may be said that
morality consists in the realization of the Eternal Self. -But
if one^s Eternal Self is real already, what has one 10 realize ?
He might, for aught we know, be realising his Eternal Self
as much in a vicious life as in virtuous deeds, in indolence
as much as in strenuousness. Be yourself I may be a valu-
able moral precept to such as have already framed for them-
selves a worthy idea of manhood, but for others it can convey
no meaning.

Buddhism rejects both of these flimsy supports for the
moral life. It makes the basis of morality purely subjective.
It appeals to the natural needs of man. Man desires to get
rid of the sorrows and sufferings of this life ; he desires to
enjoy endless bliss. How can he attain this ? First of all,
as the Bodhicharydvatdra argues, fiwyam makes the body
happy. If a inan is compassionate and serviceable to others,
they will not prove a source of trouble to him. No man
can realise all his desires without the help of others. Hence
if he desires the help of others, he must have sympathy and
compassion for them. As they also desire happiness, he
must endeavour to get rid of their sufferings and sorrows.
How can the suffering of one affect another ? In the same
way as the suffering of one's foot affects his hand. Though
the body consists of different parts, we treat it as one and
protect it. Similarly there may be different beings in this
world, still they should all be treated as one, for all are
endeavouring to avoid suffering and attain happiness. One's
body is the product of the combination of the sperm and